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Drurmnond, scion of an. aristocratio Virgini.8 family and· star J.,t his
- )

lege football team, is observing a riotous night celebraticrn of the

in the vermcular of the tom t -- and loans him "20,000

period with no seour1ty other than the honored name of .vrummond.

Findin~ his immediate obligations thus easily liqUidated, eith acqUires a

He adds-that eith will

Ifb1g victor~", when apprised by wire of t};.e death of Colonel Drummond. his

father. His c allege sweetheart seeks to oonsole him and her ten derness

prompts him to remark that she is "more than a friend lT
, as he fervently

kisses her goodbye.
\

-In a family council a few day~ later, ~eith learns that the heritage is o~e

of debts,~ve for one asset: th e proud name of lithe fighting Drummonds."

The family lawyer gives him a letter to an attorney of New YorkJs smart

set, John Lathrop, a former friend of Golon.el rummond. Lathrop greets

Keith warmly and enoourages him tp apply himself di1.igently to work by

pointing out of his w:l.n.dow -to the wor1.d 1s greatest thoroughfare, 'ifth

venue, as an instanoe of what'~ been aohieved b~ bard work, atld remin

/
fashionable wardrobe and with the If open sesame" of his family name; becomes a

J
-1.-

gentleman of leisure and social lion. He is attracted to Helen Baxter,_heir­

ess of rich oil PFoperties whose mother a social climber, cleverly manages

opportunities to throw them toeether, hoping to consummate a match which Will

provide a name that will open the hitherto forbidden gates of the· socially

elect.~athrop views reith's lounge-lizard inclinatiJns with alarm and upbraids

~eith for his indolence. Aeith smarts under the indignity and leaves Lathrop·

office infuri.eted, though by no means prodded to seeking work. Instead, he

~rries Helen9 and her mother puts the finishing touches on his indolenoe b~

PB.lDPenng him.



j

is urgently needed at the oil fields to conciliate the workers who had

invested their savings in the cooperative venture, but ~eith manifests no

A few evenings later at

A real.

Synopsi s - ..- ALSE FRONTS continued

discovered in Helen's oil leases threa~en financial disaster

concern and doesn1t seem to fill the requirements

~ dinner party in the Baxter mansion ll attended by the e~ite who are now
I .

gracing the Baxter functions, Lathrop startles the company by relating· and
\

anecdote about the valouous and intrepid Col. rummond, whom. he charaoter-

izes' as the 1 st of uthe fighting .l.>rurnmonds lf
• eith leaps to his feet and

he oil field troubles gather momentum and lie'l Ell is forced to

:trom t he ho~e -- and h 01he e wor

faces the lawyer .mehacingly, checks himself. and round1y ber9.tes .uathrop as

the one who had t aught him tIE philos phy of false fronts, assert:1ng that he
I

had been fed on hypoorisy unt il he had become a fool and a oad. "False

friends. false faces, false frontal" he exclaims. lItis a fool's paradise-

to give them personal attention. dhe is accompanied by .LatlIr J'. Their arri

. al. is timely; for only the sheer personality and grit of one of the orkers,

a youth but lately arrived among them yet who in a shori;; space of time had wo
\

the admiration of his stalwart comrades by his indomitable energy and fair.nes

and had become a leader among them, was. holding in check the moment whioh

threatened the wholssale destruction of the plant by the mob o imagined thq

had been doublecrossed on unsound leases. f he youth was JJrummond. a "fighting

Drummond" J who had found himself, a Drummond who was battling for right. for

the men themselves---the minority stockholders---for the majority.stookholders,
_.....

too, though he knew. no-=;;- who this wa.s~

His surprise was oonplete when he faced the majority stockholder--his wife.

Helen---and her lawye J who warmly congratulates ..G..ei th and explains the

reason for his apparently oruel recital at the dinner. the broadened e1th

understands, and so does Helen•. athrop retreats as the happy couple' or

the first time fully realize the love that is theirs.
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